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Kumudini was not so much listening to him
as looking at him. She somehow took in the fact
that it was her father, and, before he concluded
his words, ran 4nto the house crying out to her
mother : " Mother, father has come." Hearing
the shout an old lady came from within. She
should have heard the shout without making out
what was said. So she was saying: " What
happened, child ? Did the little one hurt herself ? "
Coming to the hall she understood that it was not
the child falling, but something else. Kumudini
said to her twice: " Father has come. He is an
ascetic. See, he is standing there," The daughter
spoke a little loud. Obviously, Vedavati had
become hard of hearing because of age. When the
daughter repeated her words, she understood what
she meant.

Immediately, she turned her face away and
said to the daughter: " Is he an ascetic, your
father ?" she said.

" Yes, it is father ; that is what I am telling
you. He gave his name. He is an ascetic."

" Did he tell his name ? And has he become
an ascetic ? Then he ought not to come home
and I ought not to see him. Go you and attend
to him. He is well and has come back. So far